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Criminals Fear The Bible

vashington crook who has “been
the road” several timeg to Tren-
and Moundsville, and who de-
he is going to reform, was dis-

g some of the tricks of the trade
pight in front of one of the city
ons. The conversation finally re-
to the superstitions which are
ent among thieves and crimin-

. The Washington man said while
As In prison he had talked with
¥ crooks on this subjeet, which
§ he added, an interesting one to

In my last tour to Trenton,” he
to a Star reporter, “I met up with
jd fellow who has been in the pro-
for many moons. From him 1
idata enough to fill up ‘my ‘book’
isuperstitions connected with the
ness.”

p sald many of these beliefs came

m England. One of them is that
pickpocket would think of “work-
* unless he has about his person
harm of some sort. These some-
consist of a lucky penny, a
stone or some other article
eh the wearer believes possesses a
Btic power against ill-luck, He met
ickpocket at Trenton who carried
his pocket the finger bones of an
. woman whose hand was amputated
railroad accident. The owner of
uncanny charm claimed that he
urrected the hand from the spot
pre it was buried near a hospital,
the light of the full moon.” When
| fellow lost the charm one day he
ared misfortunie would soon over-
g him.
And it did,” said the Washington
n, “for in less than a week he was
hed by a New York bull and is
v doing a five-year stunt in one of
state pens.”
hould a thief be riding in a vehi-
of any kind and the horse suddenly
bs or stumbles. he regards that as
arning that he must refrain from
srk” on that day. Almost all pro-
®ional thieves rezard the Bible with
® Under ordinary circumstances
v will lie with impunity, but they
% when the Bible is placed in their
d4 when on the witness stand and
ort to all sorts of schemes to evade
sine the holy book. To Kkiss the
le and then tell what is false thev
ard as sure to bring the worst sort
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ot {ll-luck, which veteran crooks de-
clare will follow the perjurer all the
days of his or her life. Therefore to
evade kissing the book some of them
kiss the thumb that is helping to hold
the book instead the actual Bible.
They have an utter disregard, it is
sald, for the practice of affirming by
holding up the right hand, which is in
vogue in some of the Washington
courts, and when a fellow has told a
lie to the court after raising his hand
he will explain that he has “fanned
the judge” or the “wise gazaboo,” as
his honor is termed. ;

A policeman 18 known as “a bull”
because for a thief to see a real bull
when he is out of a “job™ is a sure
sign that he will either have an en-
counter or a foot race with a police-
man, a constable or some other offi-
cer of the law.

Another omen of evil to a thief is to
have a yellow dog bark or snap at him
when he is out looking for “work.” To
have a cat ecrosg his path at night
when he is going to perform a job is
also considered a sign of bad luck.
In the legends of thievery it is related
that the noted English highwayman,
Claude Duval, came to his death event-
nally by ignoring the warning given
him by a “big black cat with gleaming
eyes which crossed his path on the
Charing road.”

To steal a purse containg foreign
money is regarded by the purloiner as
certain that before the vear is over
he will have traveled in sirange lands.
It is good luck for a pickpocket to
find gold in a purse he has stolen from
Some person at a wedding, while it is

equally bad luck to “work” at a fun-
eral,

\.Funerals and the houseg of death
a

e regarded by every class of crimin-
nals as tokens of ill-luck. To meet a
funeral while going to a “crib” that
is to be “cracked” means that death
or imprisonment awaits the attempt,
Cross-eyed men and women are im-
mune from the attention of the erim-
inal classes. Even a shover of coun-
terfeit money will never attempt to
get rid of any of the “queer” by pass-
ing it on a cross-eyed man or woman.

All thieves are believers in dreams,
but to give their various definitions
would be to fill a book as thick as the
Bible almost.

The verv best dream in the category
Is said to be one in which the dreamer
sees a rainbow, It is related that Cha-
anelot, a notorious French burelar,
while on trial and in the very shadow
of the guillotine. the evidence being
most ‘damarzing against him, dreamed
in his prison cell of a beautiful irri-
desrent reainbow, ¥rom this he de-
ducted that he would he acanitted.
and to the surnrise of evervbody he
was. A previonglv unheard of witness
anneared at the trial on the following
dav—a nretty yonng woman—and on
her testimonv the brutal Chaquelot
waa decreed not gulity.

The worst dream Iin the Crook’s cat-
erorv ig that which devnicts a darken-
ing storm. acomnanied bv thunder and
vivid liehtnine flarhes, This they re-
oard as a certain sien of death,

Nne of the luckieat charmg to be
parriad ahont hy a burelar s a wee
hahv's shoe that 18 well worn, If the
chae ia stolen bv the vossessor«the
charm ig =aid to be more notent. A
hullet which has heen In actual war-
fare ia another Inekvy charm, Soon
atter ithe war with Snain thieves are
anid to have nald well for bhullets
whisrh wora carried or fonnd hv [Tnele
Qam's fichtine rien. A bnllet which
#wag extracted from the wounded limb
of an American soldier at a hosnite]
wag nnrehased by a noted New Vork
horelar. who 18 sald to have paid a

fancy figure for it.—Washington Star.
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A man i8 not really in Jove if he
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Good Wishes

The present week The Commoner cel-
ebrated its fifth year., Long may It
live to educate and uplift humanity.—~
Lincoln (Neb.) Democrat.




